
Working for you
Protecting Trade and Standards

NFUS was instrumental in the formation of the Trade and Agriculture Commission which was 
set up to advise Government on trade policies that secure opportunities for UK farmers whilst 
ensuring that production standards are not undermined. Going forward, the Commission will 
also work on development of export opportunities for the agricultural industry. 

Next Generation Put Future 
First 

The Next Generation Group has led on 
several initiatives such as NFU Scotland 
Family Membership, and the AgRespect 
pledge to promote and support an open 
and inclusive industry. The Group hosted 
a successful webinar in partnership with 
other UK farming unions on financing the 
future of farming, which featured a lively 
discussion about what consumers, buyers 
and financers want from the industry from 
a panel of experts.  The Group also led on 
a competition, sponsored by Royal Bank of 
Scotland, to find Scotland’s future climate 
farming champion.

Moving Forward on Access

NFUS has been instrumental in raising 
issues suffered by members in relation to 
public access to farmland. NFUS continues 
to ensure members are represented at 
the National Access Forum and Visitor 
Management Group and put pressure on 
government improve resources available to 
access management. 

Permitted Development Rights  
Win

NFUS lobbying saw an increase in the size of 
shed allowed under permitted development 
increased to 1000sqm. This means that 
many farmers will be able to build sheds 
without the need to apply for full planning 
permission and ensures that the regulations 
are fit for modern requirements.
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Union Secures Support for 
Scottish Agriculture 

NFU Scotland continues to ensure that 
SGRPID adheres to payment timetables 
across all the main schemes underpinning 
farming and crofting. This included the 
successful roll out and additional funding 
secured for the Sustainable Agricultural 
Capital Grants Scheme. Moreover, intense 
lobbying lead to securing the continuation 
of the Less Favoured Areas Support Scheme 
until 2024 – and with a commitment to the 
£65 million budget. This was a major coup 
for the Union. In addition, the removal 
of the Crop Diversification requirement 
from Greening and significant changes 
to inspections and penalties were other 
significant successes. As well as providing 
certainty around existing schemes and 
their funding, NFU Scotland continues to 
focus on the need for a comprehensive 
new system of support to enable Scottish 
agriculture to deliver on food production, 
climate and biodiversity.

Livestock Worrying 

NFUS lobbying shone a spotlight on the rural 
crime of livestock worrying and ongoing 
issues of access with dogs. As a result, 
a members bill was passed which gave 
greater protection for livestock keepers and 
higher fines for those who allow their dogs 
to worry livestock.

Solution Sought for Spent Hens 
NFU Scotland is leading industry talks with 
RSPCA Assured to find a solution to their 
standard requiring that end of lay hens only 
travel a maximum of 8-hours to slaughter, a 
standard that is impossible for many Scottish 
producers to achieve. NFUS has persuaded 
Scottish Government to carry out a feasibility 
study to consider a plant in Scotland and is 
working with experts to look at alternative 
enhanced transport conditions or an alternative 
Quality Assurance Scheme in Scotland.

Farm Plastics 

Recognising the issues related to farm 
waste plastic collections in many parts of 
Scotland, NFU Scotland is working with 
recycling companies to expand the number 
of central collection points available for 
waste plastics to make it easier and cheaper 
for farmers and land managers to dispose 
of their waste plastics. 



Regional Land Use Partnerships 

Regional Land Use Partnerships will provide a more integrated and strategic approach 
to land use in Scotland. NFU Scotland is working to ensure that the interests of Scottish 
farmers and crofters are at the forefront of discussions and plans to establish these. NFU 
Scotland has engaged extensively throughout the development of Regional Land Use 
Partnerships and made strong representations about the role that farmers and crofters 
must play in these to both the Scottish Land Commission and Scottish Government. 

Licences Key to Species Management

NFU Scotland in conjunction with SLE have funded and supported NatureScot in their defence 
against the Judicial review taken out by Trees for Life over their issuing of licences for lethal control 
of beavers.  The judicial review could have serious implications for the issuing of all lethal control 
licences across other species, which is why NFUS decided to support the case and engage a high-
profile defence lawyer. 

Hub Delivers on Dairy

Now in its 7th year, 
the Scottish Dairy Hub 
has helped hundreds 
of farmers with 
thousands of enquiries 
since it was established 
in 2014.  The Hub acts 
as a free signposting service for farmers 
connecting the dairy sector throughout 
Scotland. It identifies the best sources of 
advice and training to improve dairy farm 
competitiveness, technical efficiency, and 
sustainability.  NFUS continues to part 
fund the Hub in conjunction with Scottish 
Government.   

www.scottishdairyhub.org.uk

Preparing the Way for Electronic Identification

NFU Scotland has been central to industry discussions on the development of future cattle 
traceability by chairing the Scottish Bovine EID Stakeholder Group.  Industry agreed a need 
to delay the transition from BCMS CTS to ScotEID for all cattle registrations and business to 
business movements during the coronavirus epidemic to ensure third party farm software 
providers had time to prepare. 

The stakeholder group has also 
been instrumental in agreeing 
how to proceed with physical 
electronic tags in Scotland and 
has successfully overseen the 
ongoing pilot into UHF (ultra-
high frequency) tags.

Pig Hardship Help Secured

NFU Scotland successfully lobbied Government to 
win a £715,000 hardship fund for pig farmers to help 
compensate for some of the direct losses they incurred 
due to the Brechin Plant closure in early 2021 when 
there was a Covid outbreak amongst its staff.  The closure 
caused a back log of pigs and the loss of the plant’s export 
certification to China resulting in significant additional 
costs for farmers and significant deductions for missing 
spec on animals and costs associated with the loss of the 
Chinese market.

Tackling Cropping Challenges 

NFU Scotland are working to support and progress the interests of our members with combinable crops, potatoes, and horticultural 
enterprises. We continue to lobby at a Scottish, UK, and EU level on a range of issues that currently, or potentially, have a serious 
impact on Scottish farming. We have recently been working on political issues affecting the seed potato trade with the EU, supporting 
our members who have been affected by the administration of the grain trader Alexander Inglis and Son, and working to influence civil 
servants on labour issues in the horticultural sector. 

Majoring on Milk Contracts

NFUS is at the forefront of the work 
carried out to lobby Defra on the milk 
contract consultation.  Our strong links 
with other UK Unions at this time cannot 
be underestimated. Inward processing 
investment and export opportunities for 
Scottish dairy products remain top of the 
agenda on the work we contribute to as 
part of the Scottish Dairy Growth Board 
outcomes.  Other key lobbying actions 
have been focussed on the implications 
of Brexit and issues around consumer 
perception of dairy, in a particular the bull 
calf strategy.  We also work very closely 
on regulatory issues like Red Tractor 
Standards, representing the views of the 
Scottish dairy farmer.



Bolstering Beef and Lamb

In 2020 the Livestock Committee agreed 
that marketing levies collected on Scottish 
cattle and sheep processed elsewhere 
in Great Britain should be returned to 
Quality Meat Scotland in order to bolster 
marketing efforts for Scotch Beef and 
Scotch Lamb.  This has been delivered and 
led to an extra £1.4 million available for 
promotion of red meat.

NFU Scotland was also instrumental in 
calling for emergency marketing of beef 
in response to the overnight closure 
of the hospitality sector resulting from 
coronavirus lockdown.

NFUS Leading on Lobbying

NFU Scotland works hard to build a strong and 
respected profile amongst governments and 
parliamentarians in Holyrood and Westminster. 
Officeholders and staff spend hundreds of 
hours engaging politicians and lobbying for our 
members’ interests across a vast range of issues. 
NFU Scotland meets regularly with Scottish 
Government Ministers and promotes the interests 
of our sector in relevant debates, consultations 
and legislation. Our respected political profile 
and strong working relationships with all political 
parties have cemented NFU Scotland’s reputation 
amongst key decision-makers as the go-to 
organisation on agriculture, environment and 
rural matters. 

Leading on Animal Transport Legislation

NFU Scotland responded robustly to 
consultations from both the UK and 
the Scottish Government to introduce 
unworkable changes to the animal welfare 
during transport legislation.  Although 
changes to the legislation remain priorities 
for both Governments, the union’s response 
laid down a clear marker and has bought 
discussions back to the table to look at more 
practical solutions.

Crofting must have a future

Crofting Highlands and Islands Committee 
members have set 6 key strategic policy priorities, 
which will be the focus of lobbying action. 
The number one priority is the development 
and viability of crofting, followed by political 
engagement with all parties, engagement with the 
Crofting Commission, further crofting law reform, 
highlighting the environmental contribution 
of crofting and promoting fairer food supply 
chains. NFU Scotland contributed to the Scottish 
Government National Development Plan for 
Crofting and will continue to lobby and be involved 
to ensure that the plan is implemented

Land Matching Service Creating Opportunities
NFUS was instrumental in setting up the Scottish Land 
Matching Service to help those seeking or wishing to offer an 
opportunity in relation to land. The Service builds on the pilot 
NFUS Joint Venture Hub and is hosted by NFUS.  The service 
has extensive cross sector support and is a dedicated free 
service available to those offering or looking for opportunities 
in relation to land in Scotland.  The service has already made 
four successful matches and provided information to many others.

Playing our Part in Climate Change Challenge

Partnership working has led to the publication of science-based factsheets on climate change and Scottish agriculture. NFU Scotland 
continues to support the Farming for 1.5 Inquiry, which aims to find consensus on the best way for Scottish agriculture to meet the 
challenge of limiting global warming to 1.5C and with the Scottish Wildlife Trust on the Champions for Change initiative.

In 2020, NFUS established an internal Climate Change Advisory Panel. The Panel, made up of a mixture of active farmers and land 
use and climate change experts, continues to support NFU Scotland in its work to ensure that Scottish agriculture can remain vibrant 
and productive while delivering benefits for the climate and wider environment.



Keep in touch with events as they happen, register your email address with info@nfus.org.uk to be added 
to our mailing lists.  For more information on any topic covered in this leaflet, call 0131 472 4000.
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Less Favoured Areas Wins for NFUS

The NFU Scotland LFA Committee has been clear that the Less Favoured Areas Support 
Scheme (LFASS) should be fully reinstated and retained until at least 2024.  This was 
confirmed by Cabinet Secretary Fergus Ewing in a good win for NFU Scotland.  In 2020 the 
LFA Committee published a clear policy document outlining this request, while detailing 
changes to be made to both the Scottish Upland Sheep Support Scheme (SUSSS) and the 
LFASS scheme going forward with rebasing of stock numbers a priority.

Taking the Lead on Fly-tipping 

NFUS has collectively called for the Scottish Government to take the lead in tackling fly-tipping 
through the delivery of a dedicated fly-tipping strategy, to help private landowners who are 
victims of fly-tipping, and to strengthen the legislation to extend householder responsibility and 
ensure those guilty of fly-tipping are convicted.  

Fuel Filter Blocking 

Following significant lobbying of UK and 
Scottish Governments, alongside the UK 
fuel supply chain, an Agricultural Fuel Filter 
Blocking Taskforce was created.  Tasked 
with changing the specifications and 
standards of fuel to ensure lessons from 
the filter blocking fiasco are implemented, 
NFUS continues work in holding the 
UK fuel supply chain to account on this 
complex issue.  

Environmental Regulation 

NFU Scotland is working closely with 
SEPA and others to ensure current and 
future environmental regulation around 
issues such as water and air quality are 
not onerous or disproportionate; but are 
created in collaboration with farmers, 
who are supported with guidance and 
advice. As part of this, NFUS has organised 
direct engagement between SEPA and its 
members as part of its consultation into 
updated river basin management plans. 
NFUS has also responded strongly to the 
Government’s consultation on silage, slurry 
and anaerobic digestate: improving storage 
and application and will continue to voice 
members’ concerns in the subsequent 
stages of this process. 

Plant Protection Products 

NFU Scotland is representing members 
at both a Scottish and UK level to 
secure a future for the use of plant 
protection products. As well as this, 
NFUS is represented on the UK Voluntary 
Initiative group and acts as Secretariat for 
the Scottish Voluntary Initiative, which 
promotes the responsible use of pesticides 
through an IPM-based approach to 
sustainable agriculture.


